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Edison First Day Brings High Price!

A 2 Cent Edison Electric Light with Knapp hand painted cachet, cancelled at Menlo Park,
NJ brought $2,700 in a joint Siegel McCusker Auction on March 30-31, 2005. See p. 58.
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PRESIDENT’'S MESSAGE

In working with our Society’s very able layout editor, Jean Walton, on this issue of NJPH, |
was struck by the fact that the content of its articles extends over some 250 years of American
history, from New Brunswick’s Colonial Period postal markings through the reopening of the
Trenton Processing and Distribution Center following its anthrax decontamination. There should be
something of interest to everybody. My thanks to the many authors who contributed and again, |
renew my request to those of you who have not yet stepped forward. Articles are always welcomed.
If you have a favorite piece of New Jersey postal history and don’t have the time or feel unable to
write it up, al you need to do is send Jean a computer scan of the cover (if you are not computer
proficient, a high quality photocopy will do) and a couple of sentences describing its significance.
We'll do the rest! Either way, you will get great pleasure out of sharing your philatelic knowledge
with our Society members who may share similar interests.

The Society will hold its annual meeting at NOJEX on Sunday, May 29, 2005 at noon at the
Meadowlands Crowne Plaza Hotel in Secaucus, NJ. This year, the meeting will feature a
presentation by long-time Society member Len Peck about Sussex County’s postal history. Len
promises to show some of his favorite covers. Thisyear’s NOJEX Show will include 266 frames of
exhibits and a 40 dealer bourse. | have included a free pass to the Show. While visiting the Show,
please be sure to stop by at the Society’ s table, say hello and pull up a chair.

We aso mourn the loss of long-time Society member Walter Parshall who passed away last
month at the age of 84. | first met Walter over 20 years ago at the Coles auction when we competed
with one another for several stampless coversin that sale. He won. It was later that | discovered
that he had put together an outstanding collection of covers from his home town, Bloomfield, NJ.
Each year | would see Walter at NOJEX. He faithfully attended the Society’s annual meetings at
the Show, although | regret that | was never able to convince him to mount and write up his
wonderful collection for exhibiting. He will be missed.

ROBERT G. ROSE
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Robert G. Rose~ON THE AUCTION SCENE

ON THE AUCTION SCENE: New Jersey First Day Covers
By Robert G. Rose

How often have we sat at a dealer’s booth at a stamp show, quickly looking through a box of
common looking, non-descript covers in the hopes of finding a better item for our collections? And
how many times have we passed over a valuable cover simply because it looked so common? Given
the increasing collector interest in early first day covers and those bearing earliest documented usages
(“EDU’s), chances are that many of those boxes of “common” covers have been carefully picked over
by specialists with knowledge of the significant dates.

Such a nondescript looking cover recently sold at auction for the astounding hammer price of
$32,500 to which was added a 10% buyer’s commission. This remarkable cover, sold in the public
auction sale of the Dr. Alfred S. Martin Collection," isillustrated below in Figure 1.2

r g %

Fig. 1: 2 Cent Lake of the 1890 I ssue, cancelled at Newark, NJ.

This cover is the only recorded first day cover of any stamp in the “small” 1890 Banknote
Issue. The 2 cent lake, Scott 219D, istied by a“Newark, N.J. Feb 22 10AM 90" duplex postmark on
a locally used cover. According to the catalog description, although many values of the 1890 Issue
were distributed to over 400 post offices, thisisthe only known first day cover of the entire issue.

The Martin Collection included a complete showing of the %2 cent to $5.00 denominations of
the 1922-26 Issue. Included in this series was the 12 cent Grover Cleveland (Scott 564) first day cover
illustrated below in Figure 2.3
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Fig. 2: 12 Cent Cleveland First Day Cover, cancelled at Caldwell, NJ.

According to the auction, this is the only first day cover of this stamp showing a plate block of six.
The stamps are tied to a legal size cover with a “Caldwell, N.J. Mar. 20, 1923" duplex cancdl,
Caldwell being Cleveland's birthplace. Because of the perforation faults on the two stamps at top
edge of the cover, its value was estimated at $500-$700. It sold for ahammer price of $350.

The Martin Collection included awonderful array of hand-painted first day covers by Dorothy
Knapp, including a colorful 2 cent Edison Electric Light illustrated in Figure 3.4

Fig. 3: 2 Cent Edison Electric Light with Knapp hand painted cachet,
cancelled at Menlo Park, NJ.

The cover is franked with the 2 cent Edison Electric Light (Scott 654), commemorating the 50"

Anniversary of itsinvention. The cover is postmarked at Menlo Park, New Jersey, the site of Edison’s

first laboratory in the State and the location at which the research was done leading to the development

of thefirst electric light bulb. Dorothy Knapp hand painted the cachet on the cover severa years after

its issue, hence it was described in the sale catalog as an “add-on cachet.” It is the only example of
58
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Robert G. Rose~ON THE AUCTION SCENE

Ms. Knapp’'s work with this stamp. Estimated with a value of $1,500-$2,000, it sold at hammer for
$2,700, demonstrating the strong collector interest in Dorothy Knapp cachets.

The Martin Sale aso included two Edison Electric Light first day covers with the scarce cachet
produced by Harry loor. The first, in green, and illustrated in Figure 4, is reported to be one of only
four which have been offered for sale in the last 25 years®> Estimated at $350-$500, it brought a
hammer price of $425.00. The second, an identical loor cachet in red, with an estimate of $250-$400,
sold for $280.°

Archibaeld Merrian,
16 Bayview Ave.,
South Horwalk, Conn.

Fig. 4: 2 Cent Edison Electric Light with Harry | oor cachet, cancelled at Menlo Park.

The Martin Sale concluded with an astounding assemblage of group lots by issue, including a
lot of the Edison Electric Light which included 241 first day and event covers of all three varieties of
the stamp (Scott 654-656), as well as another 120 event covers related primarily to Edison’s death.
Estimated with a value of $2,500-$4,000, the lot sold for a hammer price of $3,500.00.”

ENDNOTES:

! The Dr. Alfred S. Martin Collection was sold through a joint auction sale conducted by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries,
Inc. and James T. McCusker Inc. It was sold in two parts: the postal history by the Siegel firm on March 30, 2005 and the
first day covers and EDU’s by McCusker on March 31, 2005.

2 The cover islisted aslot 310 in both Siegel Sale 894 and McCusker Sale 206. According to the catalog description, the cover
was originally part of the celebrated first day cover collection assembled by Ed Siskin, and was the subject of an article with
Henry Scheuer, with whom he collaborated, which appeared in the January/February issue of First Days.

3 Siegel/McCusker, lot 382.
* Ibid, lot 433.
® Ibid, lot 434.
® bid, lot 435.
" Ibid, ot 765.
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MULTIPLICITY - A FIRST ISSUE POSTAL CARD
By CharlesA. Fricke

[ Reprinted with permission from the UPSS journal, Postal Sationery, Vol 46, No. 8, Whole number 338,
Sept-Oct 2004. Please note that the United Postal Stationery Society will be holding its annual meeting at
NOJEX this year ~ an opportunity for New Jersey members to explore NJ postal history in a new light.]

Always having a deep-seated interest in the first issue postal card (UX1-UX3), whenever
| see acopy | look it over to see if there is something different. When | saw the copy shown in
Figure 1, | knew it was different for it had a“MUTE” postmark. Note that there is no town or
state name - nothing except the date of “MAR/ 17/ 12M.” An examination showed no evidence
of anything being erased or deleted. It’sjust missing that information.
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Fig. 1: Early US postal stationery card with mute cancel from New Brunswick, NJ to
Edison Machine Works, forwarded to New York City in 1884.

The message side, shown in Figure 2, has an advertisement for the “NATIONAL IRON
WORKS” of New Brunswick, NJ, with details about their products. Apparently the card
originated in New Brunswick but why would they postmark the card without an indication of its
originating post office? | still can't figure that one oui.

Since the card had an address in Menlo Park, NJ evidently the post office had a
forwarding address to New Y ork City which accounts for a postmark of “MENLO PARK/ (NJ)
/IMAR 18,” the crossing out of the original address and a new one added. This then accounts for
the receiving post-mark of “P.O./ N.Y./ 3-18-84/10.1A.” My initial thought was that perhaps
the year date of (18)84 was a mistake, for | cannot remember seeing a legitimate use of afirst
issue postal card as late as 1884. Except for it being a plain vanilla card with an advertisement
that could have been used for many years after without changes, it just didn't seem alikely use.

While checking the details of the New York City receiving postmark | noted the
forwarding address of “65 Fifth Ave/New York City/NY. In doing so | noticed the original
address was “Edison Machine Works/ Menlo Park/ N .J. which | originally missed as the
“Edison” part of it was mostly obscured by the NY postmark. My question was now if this
company was one of “Edison’s companies located in Menlo Park. But why the forwarding
address of 65 Fifth Ave, New Y ork City?
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J\JAHONAL JRON WORKS.

(_:,,I ’\”;' il ‘\--'F---n .\'h_‘

NEw-Brunswick, N. J.

IIRON COI.UMNS

OF ALL KIXNDS ;

Iron Girders and Beams;
WINDOW LINTELS AND SILLS;
PLAIN AXND ILLUMINATING
VAULT COVERS;
IkoN FexciNg AND CRESTING ;

I.AMYEY POSTS,

Axcunor Borts, Wasuenrs, axp Irox

WORK OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.
Estimates given on application.

WILLIAM E. KELLY, Proprietor.

Fig. 2: Reverseside of card with advertising.

After reviewing several books about Edison, there is no question about it being originally
addressed to his company the “ Edison Machine Works’ in Menlo Park, NJ. Edison in 1881 had
set up an office and works at 1165 Fifth Ave, NY C which accounts for the forwarding address at
the converted mansion. This also accounts for the (18)84 date in the NY C receiving postmark.

So what became a question about a“MUTE” postmark from New Brunswick, NJ, which
is still a mystery to me, the card became a treasured first issue postal card for its connection to
Thomas Alva Edison.

The multiplicity of the first issue postal card comes down to its“MUTE” postmark, a late
1884 usage and that it isan “EDISON” related item.

~ D P DA ~

The United Postal Stationery Society [UPSY is a non-profit organization which was formed in 1945
through merger of the Postal Card Society of America and the International Postal Stationery Society.
Today it is the largest society devoted to the collecting of postal stationery with members across the
United Sates as well as many countries throughout the world. Visit http://www.upss.org/upss.htm for
mor e information.
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SNUFFTOWN [SUSSEX COUNTY] EXPLAINED! ~ Len Peck

SNUFFTOWN [SUSSEX COUNTY] EXPLAINED!
By Len Peck

There has long been a rumor that a post office existed at Snufftown, a community that
was located about a mile from Stockholm, a post office that in its own right has an interesting

history. In 1985, Samuel Osgood wrote in an article for this journal entitled “In search of the
elusive Snufftown”*:

...nufftown was located about a mile west of Sockholm in the Wawayanda mountains and
was the location of a tannery, bark mill and moonshine still, and nearby was the Williams Mine. The
area was also popular as a 'summer retreat’ for vacations. Local historians claim there never was a
snuff mill in the area, but that the name was given by the groups of men who went to the top of " the
hill to fill their jugs at the still on their way to a carousal. An 1872 reference states there were two
hotels, two stores and a Methodist Church there, and that the Midland Railroad passes through the

town, and that the Church was built in 1826. The tannery and bark mill operated from 1800 until
1887.

He shows the following cover, from Germany to Snufftown in 1852:

© ™

. 40./% Al e
ﬁ% Wt LA

o 7 L
_2_‘

. i od dedis
s I
l/gf%,:%;;g?(gaf;;

-
Sy,

ey —

From NJPH September 1985 article by Samuel Osgood
Fig. 1. Cover from Riedrich, Wurttemburg to Snufftown, Sussex County, NY in 1852.

Osgood suggested that perhaps the name of George Walther could lead to further
discoveries. | also have a cover addressed to Snufftown, to the same George Walther.
Geneaological information indicates that George Walther was born in Germany and is buried
in the Stockholm Methodist Episcopal Cemetery, and that he was married to Phebe J. Strait,
although | could not discover the exact relationship between Phebe Strait and the Hiram H.
Strait below.? My cover is from a somewhat |ater time period, and isillustrated in Figure 2:
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Fig. 2. Alater cover addressed to George Walther in Snufftown, Sussex County, New Jersey.

The only problem is, there never was an official Post Office established for Snufftown
in Sussex County, New Jersey, although | had heard several different times that a post office
did exist there at one time when William S. Longstreet was Postmaster.®> So what does
explain the confusing references?

A letter which recently came into my possession solves the whole problem. (see Figure
3). Transcribed, this letter reads:

Sockholm P.O., Sussex County, N.Jersey
February 20, 1877
To The Postmaster General
Appointment Office, Washington, D.C.

Sr; | will now introduce myself as Postmaster
to the above Office from July 1st 1871 to July 1st, 1874 and would wish to present to you the present
situation of our Post Office. Hoping you will make a change of our Postmasters that is to say
appoint A. M. Holden in place of William S. Longstreet. First when Mr. Longstreet was appointed
Postmaster he was keeping store, his store was just one-quarter of a mile from the Stockholm Depot
on the New Jersey Midland R.Road. He kept the office in his store for one year and nine months or
till April 1st 1876. Then he quit keeping store and moved to Shufftown and there keeps a Hotel - of
not a high grade - and without the consent of the people, moved the Postoffice to that place, distance
about three-quarters of a mile from the Depot. While the Office was kept at Mr. Longstreet’s store
and by himself the people were satisfied but after he moved without leave, he threw the Post Office
into the hands of James M. Lewis, a man the people have very little confidence in regard to his
honesty, a thorough Copperhead Democrat, this man has the whole charge of receiving and
forwarding mails, | believe, with the exception of Registering letters which is done in a filthy
barroom where rum is sold by W. S. Longstreet. The sworn assistant Frank Hamilton is now, |
believe, in New York State in a Telegraph Office. The mails are kept open within reach of anyone
who chooses to go behind the counter and handle them. | have a package sent from Mason City,
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lowa dated January 11", 1877, and received it February 17"; other packages started same time
come on time, this he withheld all that time. | speak from my own knowledge that when | have sent
for my mail and acknowledged the persons to them as my carriers, they have asked for my mail and
it has not been sent or my mail has been withheld, not once. This has happened many times.-- A
customer to his store is waited upon before and in preference of people after mail. J. M. Lewis says
he gets nothing for attending to the mail and his customers must have the preference. A. M. Holden
was a Soldier nearly all through the war and is a thorough Republican; he keeps store about two
hundred yards from Sockholm Depot; if he gets the office it will relieve the Post Office Department
from carrying the mail as the RailRoad will have to deliver it, which will be a great save.--The maiil
certainly was carried as set forth in the accompanying Petition; | have carried it myself for the sake
of getting my mail without waiting.

At or close to the Sockholm Depot is the most central place to accommodate the whole
people getting their mail at Sockholm Post Office. Hoping you will act upon this matter
immediately, | remain

Yours
HiramH. Srait*

So it is clear from this letter that while Longstreet was the official postmaster at
Stockholm, he had, without permission, removed the office to Snufftown, a mile away, when
he moved his business to that location. Such unofficial moves were no doubt undertaken more
often than we understand.

Apparently, this letter had very little influence at Postal Headquarters because the
records show that Mr. A. M. Holden was never appointed as Postmaster at Stockholm and that
William S. Longstreet continued to hold the position as postmaster at Stockholm while
operating out of Snufftown until he was replaced by Edward Kincaid in 1883. Kincaid was
then followed by James M. Lewis in 1886, the same Lewis who Hiram Strait was criticizing in
his letter. Lewiswas replaced by Kincaid again in 1889 and he then replaced Kincaid again in
1894. (Note--Changes of this kind occurred often when postmaster appointments were a
patronage matter and the controlling political party changed at election time.)

It was during Hiram Strait’s tenure as postmaster that the shortest lived post office in
New Jersey (maybe even the country) came into existence. The name of that Post Office was
Petauket which was established March 18, 1873 and discontinued on March 24, 1873, a matter
of only one week. The change had to be requested by Hiram Strait but the records at Post
Office Headquarters in Washington have no record of the reason for either its establishment or
its quick demise.

Not only do the records show that James M. Lewis served twice as Postmaster at
Stockholm but his wife Josephine as well as his son, George aso served as Postmasters at
Stockholm from 1906 through 1914.

In any event, the mystery of a post office in Snufftown has been solved by this letter.
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Fig. 3. Letter to the Postmaster General from Hiram H. Strait, complaining about the Stockholm
Post Office being physically moved to an unsavory location in Snufftown.
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Fig. 3a: Continuation of theletter. Unfortunately no cover was present.

ENDNOTES:

! Osgood, Samuel, “In search of the elusive Snufftown,” NJPH, September 1085, val. 13, No. 4, Whole No. 64, p.62.

2 http://ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/nj/sussex/cemeteries/stock.txt, Apr 07, 2005.

3 Longstreet was postmaster at Stockholm from June 5, 1874 — Jan 3, 1883. Information from National Archives,
Washington, D.C.

* The signature, while ailmost unreadable, was determined by comparing the dates he mentions to those of postmasters
at Stockholm. Hiram H. Strait was the postmaster during the period indicated.
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NEW BRUNSWICK’SPOSTAL MARKINGS: THE STAMPLESS PERIOD

Part |: 18" Century Markings
By Robert G. Rose

Collectors and students of New Jersey’s postal history have long recognized New
Brunswick as very significant because it used a wide variety of postal markings beginning in the
Colonia Period and continuing throughout the pre-stamp and stampless period ending in 1855.
New Brunswick’s postal history was recounted in a six-part series authored by Gene Fricks
which appeared 25 years ago in The Collectors Club Philatelist.” The Fricks articles illustrated
many of New Brunswick’s postal markings, which in turn, served as the foundation for their
listings in The Postal Markings of New Jersey Stampless Covers, authored by William C. Coles,
Jr. in 19832 In the years since, Nathan Zankel, a collector and exhibitor of New Brunswick’s
postal history, has continued the study of its postal markings, contributing a number of new
listings which appear in the Coles Update, published in 2004.> This series of articles will
provide illustrations of actual usages of virtually all of these markings, as well updated census
information and auction history for several of the scarcer markings.

Although there appears to be some uncertainty as to when New Brunswick’s post office
was established,* Fricks reports “a regularly operating post office’ by 1763, with the
appointment of a postmaster, Brock Farmer, in the following year.> The first reported
manuscript postmark isfrom 1764 and isillustrated below.
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Fig. 1. Manuscript “N Brunswick” postmark to Albany via New York.
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Figure 1, a folded letter dated November 30, 1764, is the earliest example of a New
Brunswick postal marking outside of archival sources and is the only reported usage of this
manuscript marking in collector’s hands.® Postage is rated under the Act of Parliament of 1710
with four pence paying the single letter rate to New York with an additional nine pence for a
total of 13 pence to Albany.

The second recorded variety of a Colonial manuscript marking is illustrated below in
Figure 2.

(}7—9 /g e 774 -'/ Jafo

oy

Vo7 /74 237

- |
Fig. 2. Manuscript “Brun” postmark to Albany via New York. “Brun” was used by at |east
one New Brunswick postmaster as a convenient abbreviation for several years. Internal

evidencein these letters confirmsits origin as New Brunswick.

The folded letter in Figure 2 is dated October 20, 1767. Under the Act of Parliament of
1765, postage is rated at “1.8” which is the expression in silver of one pennyweight and 8 grains
of silver or 4 pence sterling, the single letter rate to New York (not over 60 miles) and an
additional “2.16” or eight pence from New Y ork to Albany (over 100 miles) for atotal of four
pennyweight or the equivalent of 12 pence (1 shilling) in sterling.”

The latest reported usage of this postmark, February 8, 1770, is the folded letter to
Newport in Figure 3, shown on the following page. Postage to Newport, Rhode Island was rated
a the same single letter rate to New York of 1.8 pennyweight and an additional 2.16
pennyweight from New York to Newport for a total of 4 pennyweight. In addition to the
magenta manuscript “NY” and matching rate marking, the cover is handstamped on its reverse
with atwo-line “New York” postmark in brown and a bishop mark .2
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Fig. 3: Manuscript “Brun” postmark to Newport via New York.

With the coming of the Revolutionary War, New Jersey established a Council of Safety.
In 1775, an edict from the Council directed that “a man and horse be kept in constant readiness’
in New Brunswick “whose business shall be to forward all express to and from the Continental
Congress.”® During the Revolutionary War, New Brunswick was first occupied by the British on
December 1, 1776.° A folded letter from the occupation period, without postmark in Figure 4,
is written by a British officer, dated February 16, 1777, describing the Christmas crossing of the
Delaware River by Washington and the defeat of the Hessian troops in Trenton.**
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Fig. 4: British occupation of New Brunswick, February 1777.

There are no reported postmarks from New Brunswick during the Confederation period
which began on October 18, 1782. However, in the Statehood period, following Congress
adoption of the Act of February 20, 1792, we find one of the most striking of the early statehood
handstamped straight line postmarks. Beginning in 1795 and continuing into 1796, New
Brunswick used a handstamp with the initials “N.B.” and the date."® Two folded letters with this
postmark and the newly adopted rates are shown in Figures 5 and 6. The Coles Book has
assigned “N14” asitslisting designation for this marking.
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Fig. 5. ColesType N14. March 23, 1795. Single letter rate 30-60 miles.
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Fig. 6: Coles TypeN14. May 23, 1796. Double letter rate 30-60 miles.

The Coles Book reports that fewer than 25 examples of this marking are known.”® In the
absence of a census a more exact number is not known, but based on the frequency of this
marking appearing in auction sales, that number is probably an accurate estimate. Although all
the examples of this marking seen in sales over the last 30 years are in black, the American
Sampless Cover Catalog records this handstamp in both red and brown in 1795.** Fricks
reported that strikes in these colors had not been confirmed,™ and none have appeared in the past
25 years of auctions sales, raising significant doubt as to the validity of those listings.*®

The author invites comments and any updates on the markings reported in this article to
rrose@pitneyhardin.com

(To be continued in future issues of NJPH)

ENDNOTES:

E. E. Fricks, “The Postal History of New Brunswick,” The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 58, p.86, March 1979
(hereinafter “Part 17); Vol. 58, p.224, July 1979 (hereinafter “Part 2"); Vol. 59, p.33, January 1980 (hereinafter
“Part 3"); Vol. 59, p.169, May 1980 (hereinafter “Part 4”); Vol. 59, p.227, July, 1980 (hereinafter “Part 5”) & Vol.
60, p.153, May 1981 (hereinafter “Part 6” and series cited as “Fricks’). Fricks details the postal history though 1880.

2 William C. Coles, J., The Postal Markings of New Jersey Sampless Covers, The Collectors Club of Chicago, 1983

(hereinafter the “ Coles Book™).

3 Donald F. Chafetz, The Postal Markings of New Jersey Sampless Cover: An Update, New Jersey Postal History

Saciety, 2004.

* In an addendum to Fricks, Part 1 (in Fricks, Part 2, p.232), it is reported that Calvet Hahn “notes the existence of

postal archive records indicating the existence of a post office at New Brunswick in 1748.” The Coles Book states that
“[a] post office is known to have existed by 1748.” on p.221, citing as it source, Alex L. ter Braake, coordinator, The
Posted Letter in Colonial and Revolutionary America 1628-1790, American Philatelic Research Library, 1975. Kay
and Smith fix the date of its establishment as 1776. (John L. Kay & Chester M. Smith, New Jersey Postal History,
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Quarterman Publications, Inc, 1977, p.87). Neither 1748 nor 1776 would appear to be consistent with the first
appearance of manuscript postmarksin 1764.
® Fricks, Part 2, p.224.
® The earliest usage of this marking is September 9, 1764 on a cover to Philadelphia. The cover isin the Pennsylvania
State Archives and isillustrated in ter Brakke, op. cit., NJ 2, p.l1-61, and is listed in the American Stampless Cover
Catalog, Voal. 1, p.233 (fifth ed. 1997) (hereinafter cited as“ASCC").
A similar usage to the same addressee, dated September 15, 1765, isillustrated in Fricks, Part 2, p.225 and was sold at
auction in the “David L. Jarrett Collection of United States Postal Markings,” Christie's Robson Lowe, October 9-10,
1990, lot 8.
This cover was included in the auction of a portion of the Marc Haas Collection, Richard C. Frgjola, Inc., Sale No. 28,
May 3, 1986, lot 59. A similar usage to the same addressee, dated December 26, 1767, isillustrated in ter Braake, op
cit., NJ 3, p.I1-62. Although the American Sampless Cover Catalog, op cit., p.223, lists a third variety of a Colonial
manuscript, “Bruns,” with usages from 1765-77, the author has not seen a cover with this marking. The Coles Book,
p.151, illustrates this marking and also lists its usage from 1765-77. However, the marking as illustrated, does not
appear to include the letter “s” at its end but merely an extra flourish by the postmaster in completing the “Brun”
postmark.

Harry M. Konwiser, Colonial and Revolutionary Posts, Dietz Printing Co., 1931, p. 47, quoting, Minutes of the
Provincial Congress and Council of Safety. Fricks writes that William Goddard established a Constitutional Post in
New Brunswick with John Dennis as postmaster. Fricks, Part 2, p.226.

10 Fricks, Part 2, p.226-27. General Cornwallis was driven out on June 30, 1777. lbid, p.227.

! Ibid, p.226. The British officer endorsed the cover ‘free J. Maitland.” However, the cover shows an intial rate

marking of 2 shillings which was crossed-out and re-rated at 3 shillings postage.

12" The Coles Book lists the period of usage of this postmark from 1795-96. The ASCC lists the period from 1794-96.
The author has never seen a 1794 usage of this marking.

B Coles Book, p.221. The cover in Figure 4 was included in the auction sale of the Royden H. Lounsbery Collection,

Richard C. Fragjola, Inc., Sale No. 26, January 26, 1986, lot 1140. The cover in Figure 5 was included in the auction

sale of the David L. Jarrett Collection, Christie's Robson Lowe, October 9-10, 1990, lot 632 where it failed to sell

against a pre-sale estimate of $1,000-$1,500. It was subsequently sold by Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.,

Sale No. 738, June 18-19, 1991, lot 55, where it brought $495.00.

ASCC, p.227.

Fricks, Part 2, p.229.

16 Robert G. Rose, “ Straight Line Town Markings on New Jersey Stampless Covers: Some Catalog Listing Anomalies,”
NJPH, March, 2001, (Vol. 29, No.1, whole No. 141), p.6.

7
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A BIT OF HISTORY ON A POSTCARD
By Craig Mathewson

Cape May was the premier 19th century seaside resort in southern New Jersey, and many
fine hotels were built to accommodate the visitors. Some were destroyed by spectacular blazes,
but among those which survived to suffer the fate of demolition was the Stockton, a sprawling
four story edifice built on the oceanfront at the east end of the City in 1869. It survived for 42
years until it disappeared from the scenein 1911.1

1911 postcard night view of the Hotel Stockton, Cape May, NJ.

A postcard with a night view of the hotel to afriend in Moorestown, N.J. bearing a July
12, 1911 duplex handstamp documents the month of demolition and provides details from the
perspective of a nearby property owner.

The message reads.

“This hotel is being torn down now. Not many years ago it was the hotel of this place,
but now it looks like a huge empty barn. We live right across from it and we find it very
interesting to watch the workmen. The part between the two x [sic] is nearly torn down. Welive
in the direction of the arrow.”

A bit of (postally related) history preserved for present day collectors!
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From Cape May County - A Pictorial Hlstory2
Stockton Hotel, Cape May, New Jersey.

ENDNOTES:

! Beitel & Enck,. Cape May County - A Pictorial History, The Donning Company, Publishers, Norfolk/Virginia Beach,
VA, 1988, pg. 161.

2 Ipid.
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NEW JERSEY PRIVATE EXPRESS COMPANIES: Part 6B:
Expresses Operating from Newark Offices

[ Continued from the February 2005 NJPH (Vol. 33, No. 1, Whole No. 157)] By Bruce H. M osher
© 2005 Bruce H. Mosher

1866—82 Newar k Expr esses

The next group of Newark expresses is listed in the Table 6-11 summary of the express
companies found in the 1866-82 Newark business directories. Discussions of a few of these
expresses (those in boldface type) follows. We are postponing discussions of Adams Express
Co., American Express Co., Central Express Co., and United States Express Co., also seenin this
tabulation (italicized entries), until future parts of this New Jersey private express series. A
portion of the U. S. Express Co. operations was discussed in Part 1.

Company Name 1866 67 68 69 70 71 72 | 73 74 75 76 77 I8 | 79 | 8O0 81 g2
(Directory) (G) _ (6)  (G)  (6) (G (6 -  (H  (H  (H (H)  H | (H | (H (H (H) (H)
Adams Express Co. { | | | ! | | | = 1 X X
American Express Co. | | | ] | | | - %X | X | X | X X | X X X
Beach & Co.'s | | | | | | | X | X | X | X | | |
Belleview | | | | | | | = | X X
Breese's Express X | X :
Buck, Samuel L. 1 1 -
Budd's Express X X
Budd, Ira | x | - I | . . [
Casterline, Frank A. J. (People's) | - X X X X | x | |
Central Express | | | | | | | | | = ¢ X | X | X | X | X X X
Colts Orange and Newark i X X
Consolidated Co. | | | | | | - X X
Day, Amos | | X | | | | X | X X X X X X X X X X
DeCamp, Job (city) carman. X | X X | X | « X X X X X X X X X X
DLAW Express | | | = | X | o X X X X X X X X X X
Dime Express (city) X - X X
Empire Express Co. - X X
European Express I | | - X X
Fair, Samuel | T | X | X | X X | X W X X X X
Garrigus, Jacob | Xdriver X v . X X r | | | | X X
Hollinsworth | | | | | | | | | | | | | - X
Lawshe & Co. I X Lo % LXK v X | o x | X i . G S S I S X | X
Martin, Charles E. (city) | | | = | X o | | ! |
Martins | I ! I J J | | | It [ = | X | X
Matthews (Simeon E.) | - | X ¥l | % | ox | x| % | x| x | ¥ | x
Merchants Newark & NY | | | ) X X X X
Morehouse, William | | | | | | | | | e ! X | X X X X X
Newark Express Co.t = ? X
Newark Transfer | | | L X X
Newark Union | | ] | | | - X X | X X -
New Jersey Express 7 X Vv X X | of | o | X | X X o liac | o 0 % X X X X
People's (Frank A. Casterline) | | | | | | ] X X X X X X X
Philadelphia & Reading X X X X
Reeves, Theodore N. | | | | | | | | | | | - X X X
Ross' (city) 2 | S X v X X X X X X | X X X X
South Orange = X X
Springfield & Millburn | | | | | | | X A
Stevens, John W. | | | | | | | | ] - | X | X X X
Townley, C.H. | | | | | | ! | | X X
Traders' Express P - 1 X X X X o | X | X | x| - | | ]
United States Express Co. ! | | = v, S . X X X X X
Vernet, George W. | | | | | | | - X | X X | X X X
Directory Year 1866 £7 68 69 70 71 72 73 74 {5 16 77 178 -} g0 81 82
NOTES: | | . | | . . .
- = no listing  Xdriver = express driver | | (G) = Gopsill |
1 = Buck and Budd formed the Newark and New York Express around 1867 (H) = Holbrook | |
? = express status unknown </ = probably listed/existant, but not recorded 20Jan05
Table 6-11. 1866-82 Newark expresses/expressmen
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DeCamp City Express (1868-?7?)

DeCamps Express was one of the earliest companies to pay for an illustrated ad in the
Newark city directories. From this ad (see Figure 6-12) we learn that Job DeCamp specialized
in moving furniture locally and probably did some train/steamer baggage collection and
deliveries. This line of express business was quite different than the parcel expresses that were
previously discussed. This company stayed in business through 1882 and maybe beyond. We
suspect that DeCamp placed his home address at the bottom of this ad so potential customers
could leave requests for his express services at his residence. DeCamp may have had an express
‘order board’ posted outside his house for customers to write their express-job requests on (it is
believed this arrangement was in vogue for expresses of that day, before telephones were widely
utilized). Nothing elseis presently known about DeCamp’ s Express.

J:. DeCAMP*S

U.S. Furniture and Baggage

Piano-Fortes, Pier and Mantel Glasses

REMOVED WITH CARE

FURNITURE PACKED FOR SHIPPING OR STORAGE.
Household Goods removed to all parts of the ity or Country.

Orders by Post or otherwise promptly attended to

Office, 794 Broad Street, Newark, N. J.

Residence, 289 Halsey Strest.

No connection with any of the same

Figure 6-12. 1873 DeCamp’s Express advertisement.

Delawar e, Lackawanna & Western Express (18707-86)

The Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Express (DLWX) was first discussed in Part 1 as
an express company operating on the Morris and Essex Railroad.> At that writing, we did not
know when the DLWX began doing business in New Jersey and further speculated that the
DLWX may have replaced Trader’'s Express. More information can now be provided regarding
both of those topics. The 1871 Newark directory shows the DLWX operating in Newark with its
main express office at 446 Broad, a location they maintained through 1878, and then in 1879-82,
they are shown at 444 Broad, which may have been an expansion of the same location, but using
adifferent street number. The DLWX does not appear in the 1870, or prior, Newark directories.

We are now fairly sure that the DLWX acquired Traders' Express in 1875 or 1876. It is
interesting to note that Table 6-11 shows both Trader’s and DLWX doing business in Newark for
at least five years during the 1871-75 timeframe. These two companies very well may have
been competitors, with both enjoying express privileges on the same Morris and Essex railroad
lines. Information on the succession of these express companies is provided below under the
Traders Express discussion.
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Merchants Newark & New York Express Co. (1878-?7?)

Merchants' Express was one of the many Newark to New Y ork expresses, but one of few
to place an advertisement in the city directory. This company was listed from 1878 to 1882 and
its ad tells what is presently known about it. Once again, we see the proprietor’s home address
printed in his business ad and suspect this appears for the previously explained reason.

MERCHANTS’

EXPRESS COMPANY.

General Express Forwarders

—AND—

Transportation Agents.

L

LOW RATES!
Prompt Delivery and Respoasible.

PLEASE GIVE US A IRIAL.

NEWARK OFFICE,

Cor. Broad and Market Sis., under First Nafional Bank.
NEW YORK OFFICE,
No. 78 Cortlandt Streef, No. 109 Beekman Street.

C. B. MATTHEWS, Proprietor.
Residence, 166 Orchard 8t., Newark, N. J.

Figure 6-13. 1879 Merchants Express advertisement.

Newar k Union Express Co. (1876-79)

The New Y ork Union Express was another early Newark express to place an ad in the city
directory. This company seemed to specialize in forwarding furniture, freight and baggage, but
they would also deliver any goods purchased in New Y ork back to residencesin Newark. One of
their New Y ork offices was identified at the Broadway and 22nd Street, American Express Co.,
office location, so they may have had some affiliation with American Express. There is no
proprietor named in this ad, and consequently, no residence address. The Newark Union Express
Co. appeared in the 1876 through 1879 Newark City Directory listings. No other information is
presently known about this apparently short-lived, express company.
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The Newark Union Expeess Go,

General Office, 196 Market St.

We do a General Express, Forwarding, Collection and Trans-
portation business between Newark and New York and all parts
of the United States and Canada, at very moderate rates.

We have connections with all the reliable Express Companies in
the United States, and our facilities for handling aud forwarding
freight and furniture are unsurpassed.

We make a specialty of calling at resid and checki

i3

baggage to any one of the depots or steamboat wharfs in New
York, in ample time for all trains.

As our New York wagons stable up town, we deliver our up-town
freight, and can make low rates for up-town freight on this account.

Have your goods marked : Via Newark Union Express Co. Our
wagons in Newark and New York cover every district, as well as
our offices, where calls and orders may be left.

When you go to New York to purchase goods, order them sent
out by Newark Union Express Co.; in fact, when you have occasion
to use an express, try us. We are prompt, reliable, and moderate

in our charges.

CITY EXPRESSING PROMPTLY ATTENDED TO.
General Office, 196 Market St., Newark, N. J.

INEW TOREK OFFICES:

7 New Church St., 8 Hudson St.,, West Broadway and Duane St.,
128 Fraoklin St., 313 Canal St., 117 Jobn St., 206 Canal St., 66
Courtlandt St., with American Express Co., Broadway and T'wenty-

Seeond St., and Cor. Hudson and Duane Sts.

Figure 6-14. 1877 Newark Union Express advertisement.

Philadelphia & Reading Express (1873-87)

The Philadelphia & Reading Railroad Express (P& RX) was discussed in Part 2 where its
business life was established as being from 1873-87.> By 1879, the P& RX opened an office in
Newark that existed until at least 1882, and probably beyond that. During this timeframe the
Central of New Jersey Railroad had regular schedules into Newark and this road was controlled
by the Philadelphia and Reading. It appears that these circumstances facilitated the P& RX
having an office in Newark. A P&RX label was previously shown in Figure 2-9, no additional,
collectible P& RX paper has surfaced since Part 2 was written.

Traders Express (1868-75)

When the Traders Express Co. was discussed in Part 1,° we were very unsure about the
longevity of this company. Referring to Table 6-11, note that Traders' is listed in the 1868
through 1875 city directories. As discussed earlier, the last operating year for Breese's Express
was 1867. So, we now believe that Trader's Express acquired the Breese Express assets to
accomplish this express company transition. A Traders Express label that was used in their
Newark office was previously shown in Figure 1-4. No additional artifacts from Traders
Express have been reported since Part 1 was written.
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The last office (1875) for Traders' Express was at 182 Market in Newark. Maybe, not too
coincidentally, the Delaware, Lackawanna and Western Express (DLWX) moved into that same
address according to the 1876 Newark directory. This creates speculation that the DLWX
acquired Trader’'s Express and its assets late in 1875 or early in 1876. Perusa of the 1876
Monitor Guide to Post Offices and Railroad Stations in the United Sates and Canada® reveals
that the DLWX was operating on the Morris & Essex Division of the DL&W railroad in 1876, so
apparently they did take over Traders Express as specul ated.

Other Newark Express Companies

Other Newark expresses, in addition to those listed in Tables 6-1 and 6-11, have come to our
attention and are now discussed. The early (pre-1882) express companies discussed below were
not found in the 1844-82 Newark city directories.

Ewins Dispatch Express (ca. 1848-52)

The Ewins Dispatch Express operated from Adams & Co.’s Express office at 16 Wall Street
in New York. Itsonly known label (Figure 6-15) contains a short list of offices at Providence,
Philadelphia, Newark, and Brooklyn. The label itself is black on red and measures 40 x 33.5 mm
a the outer perimeter of its ornamental border. The cited Newark office was at 314 Broad, the
same address used by William Lewis for his express office in 1848-49. This Newark address may
have been used by the semiautonomous New Y ork—Newark expresses that were related to Adams
& Co. operations. Interestingly, no reference was found (unless we missed it) to Ewins Expressin
the 1845-55 Newark city directories. There was one close entry in the 1851 Newark directory for
“Ewens___ (sic), express 295 Broad,” but this was deemed not to be related.
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(EWND Lllabel) . (From ex—Hahn cover)
Figure 6-15. Ewins Dispatch Express labe

A few dating clues exist about Ewins Dispatch Express. The folded letter that hosts the
illustrated label was owned by the late Cal Hahn and he described it as “ Sent from New Y ork via
rail to Providence Ca. [circa] 1852.” There are no other visible markings on the front of this
folded letter, so we can only guess that Cal’s information came from contents within the letter.
Wilson's 1848 New Y ork City Directory lists “Ewins & Co. 16 Wall” under ‘Expresses.’ Based
on the evidence at hand, Ewins Dispatch (aka Ewins & Co.) Express is estimated to have
operated from 1848 to 1852, but perhaps it started sooner and maybe it lasted longer.
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Ewins New Jersey & New York Express (ca. 1851-55)

The “Ewins’ in the ‘Ewins' New Jersey & New York Express may be the same person
that ran the previously discussed express, or he may be a relative, or he may be someone else
with the identical last name. We do not know the relationship at this time. The lone testaments
to this company are two express labels; one is shown affixed to a folded letter in Figure 6-16.
The Newark office printed on this label is at 134 Market Street, corner of Broad. Mr. Lemesena
is cited at this address, so it may be a personal residence or more probably, Lemesena worked at
the establishment at this address. A New Brunswick office at 32 Church Street is also printed on
thelabel. Thelabel isblack on yellow and measures 44 x 46 mm.

L

(EWSX-L1 label) (Ex Hahn)
Figure6-16. 1855 Ewins Express cover.
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The printed Ewins New York office address is with Wells & Co. (Express) at 10 Wall
Street. This may mean that Ewins' Express was associated with Wells & Co., however, there is
also speculation that this Ewins' Express was one of the semiautonomous expresses that worked
for Adams & Co. Theillustrated folded letter was dated October 10, 1855. No mention of this
express was found in the 1845-60 Newark city directories.

The second label is very much like the first and is shown in Figure 6-17, the only
difference being that the “cor. Broad” words have been removed from the Newark office address.
This label is the same color and size as that in Figure 6-16 and is affixed to a mortgage that is
dated April 1, 1851. So, we have two dated items - 1851 and 1855 - for Ewin’s New Jersey &
New Y ork Express. No additional information is presently available about this express company.

EXPRESS.

| . OFFIORS,
| N ¥.10 Wall st.with Wells & Co. 2
: hark 134 Macket st., with B

: .~ Hr. Lemesend., §

(EWSX-L2 label) (Bill Sammis collection)
Figure 6-17. 1850's Ewins' express label.

Feary’sMustang Express (ca. 1887-88)

Because of its Scott U.S. Specialized Catalogue listing for many years, Feary’s Mustang
Express is one of the best known local Newark expresses. Jabez Feary was the local Newark
agent for the Pacific and Atlantic Telegraph Company, who also found time to run his Mustang
Express. Feary used a red adhesive stamp (Scott 66L 1) that initially appeared on June 21, 1887
and was valued at five cents (see the text in Figure 6-18). The Scott listing is under “Local
Stamps,” but the editors are not sure that Feary & Co. was alocal post because they state “ Some
authorities consider this item to be an express company label rather than a [local post] stamp.”
after their listing.> Our opinion, based upon Dr. Mitchell’s contemporary 1887 report in Figure
6-18, isthat Feary’s adhesive is an undenominated express company 5¢ stamp.
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A MODERN PONY EXPRESS

The city of Newark, N. J., like all large cities,
finds the District Telegraph system to be of much
use to its inhabitants and business men, and this
want is met by

FEARY'S MESSENGER DISPATCH.

This dispatch has its wires and district telegraph
instruments, for the use of the patrons and is also
connected with the Public Telephone Co. of
Newark, the N. Y. & N. J. Telephone Co. and
the Western Union Telegraph Co. The dispatch
has its office with the Western Union, wherever
its offices are located in city limits.

The suburbs of Newark, being somewhat
scattered, and having much business to do
between them and the city, the proprietors, during
this spring (1887) procured from the west, 50
Mustang ponies. The scenes that followed when
the messenger boys were mounted, baffles

description. The people were treated to a Wild

West show on Broad St.
admission fee.

Tuesday, June 21st, 1887, a simple adhesive
made its appearance with a value of five cents,
although there is no value expressed on the
stamp, and the issue of this stamp brings us to

daily, minus an

THE “MUSTANG EXPRESS.”

Jabez Feary & Co., Proprietors, a printed slip
accompanies each message, which is signed by
the recipient of the letter giving time of delivery.
These slips are returned to the office and
preserved.

The stamps are type-set adhesives, black on
vermilion surfaced semi-glazed paper. A
description of design is as follows:

Mounted carrier to left in centre “Jabez Feary
& Co.’s” in curve above, “Mustang Express” in
curve below.

The back of the printed slip gives the

fees for city service.

“All letters or parcels delivered within one
mile from Broad and Market streets, 10c. An
answer, 5c. extra.”

“All letters or parcels delivered to points more
than one mile from Broad and Market streets, 20c.
Answer 5c. extra.”

“Messengers will be hired out by the hour at
20c. per hour. Special rates for New York, and
points outside of city limits.”

The messengers of this post found their way
to all the surrounding towns and villages,
Woodside, Bellville, Irvington, the Osanges[sic],
Roseville, East Newark, Harrison, Waverly,
Elizabeth, etc., and to New York.

It may be well to mention here that there has
been for years a regular messenger who carried
letters between Newark and New York, charging
10c. per letter, and 5c. to wait for an answer; but
this has no connection with the Mustang
Express.

The dispatch transacts all the regular business
of a District Telegraph Co., having police and
firemen in call as well as messengers, and as
Newark is an important manufacturing city, and
has its own suburbs, most of the surrounding
country does business in Newark, and do not
depend on the metropolis.

The stamps were in use the last I was in
Newark, and are yet, for all I know to the
contrary, though how long they will be, or if
they conflict with postal regulations or not, I do
not know; but I understand that when they have
no “face value” they are all “O. K.” as far as the
Government definition of stamps goes. These
lables[sic] not having a moneyed value, are not
considered as stamps by the post office
authorities.

Dr. W. H. Mitchell.

Figure 6-18. An 1887 Mustang Express discussion, in the Philatelic Journal of America. 6

Jabez Feary & Co.’s letter, or parcel, delivery fees and conditions in the above 1887
discussion are quite explicit and are summarized in Table 6-111.
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Delivery distance from Broaq Delivery fee for consignor, Fee for recipient's immediate
and Market streets Answer

Within one mile 10¢ 5¢

More than one mile 20¢ 5¢

Table 6-111. Feary’'s Mustang Expressratesin 1887.

We see that a Mustang Express letter or parcel delivery from Newark to New York City
(more than a mile) would have cost 20 cents. This would require four Mustang Express 5¢
stamps to show that the express fee was prepaid. However, only twelve cents (two cents more
than half of this fee) would have been charged if the Mustang Express delivered aletter less than
a mile to the Newark Post Office and placed it in the U. S. mails. Letters delivered by Feary’s
Express and bearing multiple Mustang Express stamps have not been seen by the author, and
may not exist. Reports of such covers would be highly appreciated.

The Scott Catalogue lists “1870" as the issue date for Feary’s 66L1 stamp. Others have
copied this date and republished it. We find no listing of Jabez Feary & Co. in the 1860 to 1882
Newark city directories. In Dr. Mitchell’s report, he does not define a starting date for Feary’s
express, but he certainly speaks about its operations in 1887, including the initial acquisition and
appearance of Feary’s 50 mustangs. An examination of the Newark city directories for 1887, 4
years, would probably produce a much more accurate estimate of the Jabez Feary & Co. business
tenure. For now, we will postulate that the Mustang Express was started in 1887 (maybe earlier),
but certainly not as early as 1870.

Jabez Feary died November 16, 1890 at Matawan, N.J.” He was loca manager of the
Postal Telegraph Co., in Newark at the time of his death. Feary’s obituary says “He was
proprietor of the Mustang Express of Newark, alocal post that run[sic] in that city severa years
ago ....” This past tense account, if accurate, indicates that Feary’s Mustang Express may not
have lasted into 1888, since three years ago (i.e., 1887) would seem to be a reasonable minimal
interpretation of ‘severa years ago.” Here again, according to this 1890 account, 1870 is not
even close to the contemporary time for Feary’s Express business. Including the cited historical
uncertainty, we estimate that the Mustang Express ended sometime in 1888.

An interesting cover is shown in Figure 6-19. It appears that, based on Dr. Mitchell’s
reprint of Jabez Feary’s Mustang Express published rates, the attached 5¢ adhesive would pay
half the rate (10¢) for Feary to transport this letter less than a mile to the Newark Post Office.
Also, the adhesive appears to have been *precanceled’ with four killer bars that do not tieit to the
envelope. So, isthisalegitimate use of a Feary stamp on alocal Newark letter? Maybe Mitchell
erred in his quotation of Feary’s value of these adhesives, or maybe Mitchell was describing a
different Mustang Express adhesive, or maybe Mitchell was right and Feary revalued the
adhesives prior to this usage, or maybe Feary changed his rates so this usage was consistent with
his new rates. There are too many possible explanations and no known reference material to use
for evaluation. If this is a legitimate Feary adhesive use on cover, note the postmark date of
“188 ” fitsin with our postulated business era of this express.
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(Courtesy NJPHS)
Figure 6-19. 1880's Mustang Express |abeled cover.

Another Feary-adhesive hosted cover is shown in Figure 6-20. This cover appears to have
been locally posted by the Mustang Express with no Post Office involvement. The adhesiveistied to
the cover with an indiscernible manuscript marking. Once again, the use of a single, 5¢ adhesive
stamp is somewhat befuddling. One conceivable explanation within Feary’ s published rate structure
is for this cover to be an Answer letter from a prior Mustang Express delivery. Subsequent to
delivery (of perhaps a different letter), the messenger applied the 5¢ adhesive stamp after receipt of
the five-cent Answer fee. This cover bears a manuscript “ Ch/p” marking at upper left which might
represent a payment, delivery route, or Answer letter (is the “p” an “A”?) indication. The
handwriting in this marking is similar to what can be discerned written over the adhesive stamp.

(Courtesy NJPHS)
Figure 6-20. Mustang Express labeled cover.
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A curious forgery of the Mustang Express adhesive is shown at the left in Figure 6-21, a
genuine Sc. 66L 1 is shown on theright. The age of the forgery is unknown and only one copy of
this forgery is presently known. The paper is light yellow in color, but a somewhat dirty yellow
(maybe from age and handling). This forgery resembles a low resolution photocopy of the
mounted carrier in the center of the origina adhesive, plus some modifications were made to the
punctuation surrounding the lower lettering. Some of the original fine details in the peripheral
lettering are present, however, so the overall forgery label does not appear to be a complete low-
resolution copy. In addition to the color differences in the adhesive papers, these significant
variations in the forged label are noticed:

1. Theoveral image is approximately 5% to 7% larger, depending on where comparisons
are made.
2. The“J hasadot over it.
3. Therider's vest has no defined waistband.
4. Thereismuch less detail in the horse’ s image:
a) thelower part of thereinsis missing,
b) the saddle blanket has been replaced with solid black,
c) thehorse stail isless stranded,
d) no shading detail existsin the withers or flank areas of the horse.

5. There are two bold dots at the upper left of “Mustang” versus quotation marks (there
may also be an open parenthesis preceding the first dot).

6. There are two bold dots plus an open parenthesis following “Express’ instead of
quotation marks.

Reports of additional copies of this forged Mustang Express label (or any similar forgeries)
would be appreciated by the author.

FORGERY

Figure 6-21. Mustang Express adhesives.
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New Express Co. (ca. 1907)

The New Express advertisement shown in Figure 6-22 was taken from a 1907 shippers
guide® This express ‘distributed’ express merchandise in Newark and Jersey City, so it is
assumed they maintained offices in both cities. No other information is presently known about
the New Express Company.

TWENTIETH CENTURY SERVICE and METHODS.

S “‘%ﬁ’bﬁ?ﬁs O
> &
New Express Co. ¥

P‘ PACEAGES, PARCELS and GENERAL MERCHANDISE distributed to All Parts of
NEW YORK CITY and BROOKLYN, N.Y,,
JERSEY CITY and NEWARK, N.J.

Promptness and

Responsibility.

UR facilitics for handling EXPrRESS MATTER are most complete, enabling us to
offer SUPERIOR SERVICE to Business Houses, and at Rates that must
add prominence to our most admirable methods of Local Expressing.

Qut.of-town firms can Ship their ParceLs and PACKAGES
in bulk by Freight addressed to the above places, care
NEW EXPRESS CO., 9 East Fourth Street, New York.

‘peljuraeny

sajey Mo

CENERAL OFFICE and FREICHT DEPOT:

9 East Fourth Street, NEW YORK.

BRANCH OFFICES:

40 Bond St., 204 Mercer St. and 414 East 13th St.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED..

Figure 6-22. 1907 New Express advertisement.

More Newark Expresses Existed

Our research time at The Newark Public Library ended with the 1882 city directory, so the
related portion of this report is ended at 1882. 1n 1881 and 1882, 30 Newark express companies
were listed in the city directories, an increase of 13 expresses compared to 1880. New express
company starts in many other cities in the northeastern states were on the rise in the ensuing
years, and most probably in Newark, too. No doubt, many additional local express companies
can be found in the 1883 and later Newark directories, and there are also probably some very
interesting, express company advertisements residing in those annuals. Maybe someone will get
a chance to pursue these historical sourcesin the future and then compose a sequel to this report.

Acknowledgment

We are forever grateful to the late Calvet (Cal) M. Hahn for providing good illustrations in
1998 and 2003 for many of the early New Jersey label-bearing covers discussed in this article.
Cal also briefed the New York Chapter of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society on many of these
New Jersey express covers during their June 10, 2003 monthly meeting. Color scans of his New
Jersey briefing material can be seen at http://nystamp.palace-designs.com/June2003.html.
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(Another section of thisreport will follow in the next NJPH.)

Bruce Mosher’s 223 page “ Catalog of Private Express Labels and Stamps” is
available from the author at P.O. Box 33236, Indialantic, FL 32903 for $37.00
postpaid. U.S. Checks or Money Orderswill be accepted.

NOTE : The alphanumeric numbers that appear under each label’s illustration in
this article are direct references to the pertinent label numbers in Mosher's
Catalog, or in the catalog update article (New U.S. Express/Delivery Company
Listings) in the October 2003 issue of The Penny Post.

ENDNOTES:

! Mosher, Bruce H., “New Jersey Private Express Companies: Part 1 Express Companies on the Morris and Essex
Railroad,” NJPH, May 2003, pp 45-46.

2 Mosher, Bruce H., “New Jersey Private Express Companies. Part 2 Some South Jersey Express Companies,”
NJPH, August 2003, pg 111.

% Mosher, Bruce H., “New Jersey Private Express Companies: Part 1 Express Companies on the Morris and Essex
Railroad,” NJPH, May 2003, pp 43-44.

* Compiled and published by Edwin W. Bullinger.

® Scott Specialized Catalogue of United States Stamps & Covers, 2005, pg 408.

® Philatelic Journal of America, Oct. 1887, pg 222.

’ Obituary, The Independent Philatelist, Bayonne City, N. J., Dec., 1890. Reprinted on page 114 of the September
1990 NJPH.

8 Bullinger, Edwin W., The Mercantile Agency Special Edition of Bullinger’s Postal and Shippers Guide for the
United States and Canada, etc., 1907, pg 142.

WE NEED ARTICLES NOW!

Articleson itemsin your collection, studiesyou are doing, or other material
pertinent to

New Jer sey postal history ar e always welcome.
PLEASE submit theseto your Editor: Robert G. Rose
at PO Box 1945
Morristown, NJ 07962-1945
or rrose@pitneyhardin.com
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THE POST TOWNSOF BURLINGTON COUNTY: PART 2

By Jack Edge

[This series on Burlington County Post Offices is continued from our last
s issue, February 2005 (Vol. 33, No. 1. Whole Issue No. 157). More sections
will follow in upcoming issues. We repeat the map here and bibliography that
=1 accompanied the first section at the end of this article, so that readers will not
have to search back for thisinformation.]
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BIRMINGHAM POST OFFICE ~ Established February 11, 1868

Birmingham is a small village located one and one-half miles west of Pemberton on the
north branch of Rancocas Creek. It is at the extreme western part of Pemberton Township.
Formerly the village was the site of at least two saw
millsvery early inits history.

The town lay quite near the intersection of the
New Jersey Southern Railroad and the Union
Transportation Company Line going north towards
New Egypt and beyond. A large hotel, known as
the Birmingham Inn, hosted travelers on the railroad
for many years.

Today, Birmingham lies hidden, some one-
half mile off Route 38 between Mount Holly and
Pemberton. A quiet little place, just far enough Fig. No. 9: A view of thefamousinn at
from the highways and strip malls to retain its Birmingham in the Nineteenth Century
identity. The post office hereis still in operation.

BIRMINGHAM INN, Birmingham, N. J.

If not ealled for in 0 days, return to ! !

ﬁamberton ﬂ&aﬂ @o.,

J. C. GASKILL, Supt.,
BIRMINGHAM, N. |.

Fig. No.8: Birmingham N.J. strike on 1880s cover.

February 11, 1868 Post office opened
Continues in operation today.
~ === ~
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BLACK HORSE POST OFFICE ~ Established October 1, 1806

In colonial Burlington County, prior to 1765, directions given travelers to look for the
sign of The Black Horse brought them to present day Columbus. The village, in Mansfield
Township, was referred to as Encroaching Corners, at one point, but Black Horse Tavern or
simply Black Horse soon became the accepted name for this country town.

In 1795, Black Horse, aong with Mount Holly and Burlington, the incumbent county
seat, were candidates for Burlington County’s voters to select a county seat location. There was
sentiment against the old colonial seat of government at Burlington City. Mount Holly won out
and Black Horse remained the sleepy little hamlet it was, unencumbered by the bustle of
governmental activities now embraced by Mount Holly.

During the American Revolution, the village was occupied by British Troops, and on one
occasion, the Black Horse Tavern was used as General Sir Henry Clinton’s headquarters, after
the evacuation of Philadelphia in 1778. In 1827, Black Horse and its post office became
Columbus.

October 1, 1806 Post office opened
December 14, 1827 Post office name changed to Columbus
~[=EEE= ~

BORDENTOWN POST OFFICE ~ Established September 18, 1800

Bordentown, a small city on the Delaware River, lies in the northeastern corner of
Burlington County. It is surrounded by Bordentown Township, which borders Mercer County.
The post office, when established in 1800, was a part of old Chesterfield Township. Settled in
the late 1600s, the place was called Farnsworth’s Landing at first. By 1745, it was noted on
maps and some records as Bordings and Bordens Town or Ferry. The town was named to honor
Joseph Borden 1696-1765.

Bordentown was the terminus for the New York to Philadelphia Stage. Passengers
arriving by stage boarded ferry boats here and continued the journey to Philadelphia by boat.
The town also became the original terminus of the Camden and Amboy Railroad. During the
American Revolution, Bordentown was occupied by Hessian Mercenaries and British Troops at
different times, and at one time included the home of Francis Hopkinson, signer of the
Declaration of Independence.

Some other notable residents of Bordentown were Joseph Bonaparte, ex-King of Spain
and brother of Napoleon; Thomas Paine, Revolutionary Patriot and author of Common Sense;
Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross. The Bordentown Military Academy, here,
has supplied the early education of many officersin our armed forces since 1824, not the least of
which was General Norman Schwarzkopf, Commander-In-Chief of Desert Storm in Kuwait, Iraq
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and Saudi Arabia. Bordentown today retains much of its colonial look while blending well with
more modern architecture. It isahandsome town, with arich and varied history.

BORDENTOW N FEMALE
A

I ATING ERAREEE N BEArwcs, CLATEICS AND  MUSiC

Fig. No. 10a: A folded letter dated June 27, 1831 with a postage rate of 18 ¥4 cents,
mailed at Bordentown, N. J.

September 18, 1800 Post office opened

Continues in operation today
Vol. 33/No. 2 o1 NJPH
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Fig. No. 10b: Bordentown, N.J. strike on stampless cover dated Dec. 5, 1843.
~ FEE ~
BOUGHER POST OFFICE ~ Established June 29, 1889

At the northern point in Mount Laurel Township, along the Rancocas Creek, stands a
small village known as Centerton. From 1889 until 1917 it was known as Bougher. Situated on
the west bank of the Rancocas Creek, Centerton is about one mile north of Masonville and
approximately three-quarters of a mile southwest and across the Rancocas Creek from the village
of Rancocas. The first bridge at Centerton was finished in 1832. It was not until after this
structure was erected that the village of Rancocas was established.

Fig. No. 11: Thisisaviewof |. W. Heuling's Sons Lumber & Coal Business at Centerton, circa 1876, a town which
would soon be known as Bougher Post Office.
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When applying for a post office at Centerton, the proposed postmaster, Amos Bougher,
was advised of the existence of another Centerton Post Office, located in Salem County. The
alternate names he chose were Centre, Texas and Boughers. Although postmasters names were
seldom chosen for an office, Bougher, without the “s,” was approved by postal authorities.

The village's population in 1880 was nearly 65. However, Bougher would service the
Rancocas Creek hamlets of Plattsville, Texas, Paxsonville and Borton’s Landing, another 400-
600 people, or so it was claimed by Amos Bougher.

June 29, 1889 Post office opened
December 31, 1917 Post office discontinued - service to Masonville

p—
——

NATHAN THORNE, M. D.

MOORESTOWN, N. J.

Fig. No. 12: Bougher, N.J. on envelope dated Jan. 7, 1913.

~ [H==] ~
BRIDGEBORO POST OFFICE ~ Established February 8, 1849

Originally a part of old Chester Township, Bridgeboro was located on the west side of the
Rancocas Creek on the old Burlington Turnpike, now U.S. Route 130. The Burlington Pike was
built in 1748, connecting Burlington City with Cooper’'s Ferry (Camden) and, thus, to
Philadelphia.

Called Kemble's Ferry, quite early, it was also know as Ancocas Ferry and Lower
Ancocas Ferry before the first bridge was constructed in 1838. Thereafter, the village was
known as Rancocas Draw Bridge. The name Bridgeboro was adopted by 1845, and the post
office established in 1849 would last 110 years.
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Bridgeboro, today, is located in Delran Township. It is divided by U.S. Route 130 and
the new bridge across the Rancocas. The project of building the new bridge eliminated several
homes on the north side of the bridge, along with the ancient Bridgeboro Inn. Most of
Bridgeboro, on the opposite side of the six lane highway, remains, looking much as it has, for
many generations. The population listed in 1880 was 400; there are not many more today.

Fig. No. 13: Bridgeboro, N.J. Sept. 26, 1867 cover posted with an 1862 2 cent stamp.

February 8, 1849 Post office opened

January 31, 1959 Post office discontinued - serviceto Riverside
February 1, 1959 Post office re-established as branch office of Riverside
October 2, 1959 Branch office closed

RES. or WALLACE LIPPINCOTT, £E50
BROGEE 00, BURLINGION CON S

Fig. No. 13a: Circa 1876, Bridgeboro, N.J.

~ EEE ~
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BROWNSMILLSPOST OFFICE ~ Established August 28, 1850

“Brown’s Mills in the Pines” was a popular resort in Burlington County from the 1850’'s
well into the 1970's. It is located on the north branch of Rancocas Creek, some four and one-
half miles east of Pemberton in the northeastern part of Pemberton Township.

The popularity of the place caused the New Jersey Southern Railroad to build a spur line
some two miles to Browns Mills in 1889. A series of lakes, severa taverns, a dance hall and
summer cottages attracted visitors from far off citiesto this “ haven in the Pines.”

Originally know as Biddle's Mills, it was the site of an early sawmill well before the
American Revolution. It issaid that the famous Philadel phia financier, Stephen Girard, owned a
lumbering enterprise here, while residing in Mount Holly during the British occupation of
Philadelphia.

The post office, opened August 28, 1850 in Brown’s Mills, still operates. The office was
known as Brown Mills from 1894-1914. Deborah, arural branch of Brown’s Mills Post Office,
operated from January 1, 1954 until April 29, 1972. Presidential Lakes, a rura branch of
Brown’'s Mills Post Office, opened July 1, 1965.

Hunter's Lake. Brown's Mills in the Pines, N. J,

Fig. 14. Aview of Hunter’sLake at “Brown’s Millsin The Pines, N. J.,” taken early in the 20th Century.

Vol. 33/No. 2 o5 NJPH
Whole No. 158 May 2005



BURLINGTON COUNTY POST TOWNS: PART 2 ~Jack Edge

gl ‘ s
‘/,’/'7 ;] : ;‘f:"J - }E’ e
.

2 P .’
—e’;’j ’y’?/ ’7/: :[ o g ');!487
G0 et

e ipgir i 2T RS 2l i /) gy
s g ie 7 e /e

Show

5 |

August 28, 1850
April 12, 1860
January 25, 1862
June 22, 1868
July 27, 1868
1894-1914

Continues in operation today.

Post office opened

Post office discontinued
Post office re-established
Post office discontinued
Post office re-established
Known as Brown Mills

Fig. No. 15: Sept. 18, 1865 Browns Mills, N.J. cover (shown inverted for postmark).

Fig. No. 16: This cover, dated May 11, 1905, shows the town’s name
as Brown Mills. This name was used from 1894-1914.
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BUCHANAN POST OFFICE ~ Established December 28, 1892

This short-lived office was located on the site of the old Lebanon Glass Works, aso
called Upper Mills. The village was three miles southwest of Woodmansie and three milesto the
northeast from Shamong Post Office, later Chatsworth. It was on the old Stage Road to
Manahawkin.

At the time of establishment, George Bozarth, the first postmaster, estimated a village of
150 with a total of 200-300 to be serviced by this office!l This “stretching” of the truth was
typical of applicants for a postal facility in this sparsely populated section of Burlington County.
A post office added legitimacy to an enterprise and, hopefully, investors and business.

Mail wasto be left at Buchanan Station on the New Jersey Southern Railroad, some three
miles distant from the village! A lack of business soon spelled the doom of another of
Burlington County’ s pineland post offices.

December 28, 1892 Post office opened
November 14, 1896 Post office discontinued - service to Chatsworth
~ === ~

BUDDTOWN POST OFFICE ~ Established June 1, 1868
Some three miles to the east of Vincentown lies the small village of Buddtown. Settled
along a branch of the Rancocas Creek, known as Stop the Jade Run, Buddtown was named for
Thomas Budd, early sawmill owner and citizen of this place.

A8 STO
BUDOTOWN, BURLINGTON CON.

Fig. No. 17: Circa 1875. Fig. No.17a: Residence near Buddtown circa 1876.
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Situated in Southampton Township, the village contained fewer than 200 persons in
1868, the year the first post office was established. The surrounding country was mostly
agricultural in the 18th and 19th centuries. It has changed but little to this day.

June 1, 1868 Post office opened
December 23, 1901 Post office discontinued - service to Vincentown

/ﬁg ﬂzﬂ?nw e

If not delivered within 10 days, tobe returned te

Fig. No. 18: U.S. stamped envelope, marked Buddtown, N.J., dated 6/18/85.

~[=HE1E ~
BURLINGTON POST OFFICE ~ Established October 18, 1797

Founded in 1677 by English Quakers, this town on the Delaware River was the provincial
capital of West New Jersey. In 1693, thefirst colonial post office was established in West Jersey
at Burlington. Along with Perth Amboy, they were New Jersey’s only postal facilities on the
route between New Y ork and Philadelphia.

Burlington, at one time, hosted the colonia General Assembly. Isaac Collins printed
New Jersey’s first newspaper here, in the same shop that he printed colonia currency for the
Crown. Some notable Burlington residents were Elias Boudinot, ninth President of the
Continental Congress, Captain James Lawrence of War of 1812 fame, author James Fenimore
Cooper, and President Ulysses S. Grant, who maintained a residence here.

Until 1796, Burlington was the county seat of government in Burlington County. That
year, Mount Holly won areferendum and became the new county seat. Burlington’s Post Office
was not opened after the Revolutionary War until October 18, 1797, following the opening of
Atsion Post Office and Tuckerton Post Office earlier that year.
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Today, Burlington City is in the midst of revitalization and the restoration of its many
colonial buildings. The Proprietors of West New Jersey still meet here annually, and the oldest
post office in this portion of New Jersey is till in operation. This writer graduated from
Burlington High School in 1962, and retains an affection for the venerable old town.

3 ﬁ{wda%fwf .\/A %/éz ‘g RELE

A

Fig. No. 19: A folded letter from Burlington, 11 July, 1804, sent free to Robert Smith
U. S. Secretary of the Nawy.

Fig. No. 20: A cover showing usage of a pair of the 1851 issue 3 cent stamps.
Burlington, N.J.

October 18, 1797 Post office opened

Continues in service today
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St. Mary's Church — Burlington

Fig. No. 21: St. Mary's Church, Burlington.

~[H=H=] ~
BUSTLETON POST OFFICE ~ Established January 15, 1800

Bustleton or Bustletown was a stagecoach stopping point on the Old York Road. This
road, also called the Post Road, ran from Burlington through Bustletown, Three Tuns (Hedding),
Rising Sun Tavern (Mansfield Square) to Crosswicks and on up to Perth Amboy.

Postal recordstell us that a post office was established here January 15, 1800. John Sager
is listed as the first postmaster and the office was closed the same year, but no date of closureis
recorded. It is possible the office was never in operation.

In 1882, John W. Frazier proposed a post office to be called Bustleton, but at a distance
of about %2 mile from the older settlement once called Bustletown. It was to be moved from
where the Old York Road and Burlington-Bustleton Road intersected, southward, to the
intersection of Columbus Road with the Old York Road, as stated %2 mile distant. Mr. Frazier
explained, “The population is greater and more improvements at Bustleton, than old Bustleton,
which latter is decaying, and not so central.”

It was the proposed postmaster’s claim, that Bustleton’s population was 40, with 200 or
more living within one mile of the village, also known as Frazier's Corners. By 1887 this office
was closed. The bustle had gone from Bustleton.

January 15, 1800 Post office opened (as Bustletown)

1800 Post office discontinued (probably never in operation)
April 11, 1882 Re-established (as Bustleton)

October 6, 1887 Post office discontinued - service from Burlington

[This series on The Post Towns of Burlington County by Jack Edge will be
continued in future issues of NJPH]
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TRENTON P& DC REOPENS: Anthrax Terrorism Site Gets a New Beginning
By Gene Fricksand Jean Walton

March 14, 2005, three and a half long years after closing due to the discovery of anthrax
spores in the mail, the Trenton Processing and Distribution Center, located at 680 Route 130 in
Hamilton Township, Mercer County, reopened. A ceremony was held on Sunday the 13",
attended by appropriate officials and postal workers, and the window service reopened on
Monday the 14™. Mail processing operations were expected to be in full operation by March 20.

An unannounced special handstamp was issued on the day of opening, and is shown

below in Figure 1:
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Fig. 1. TheTrenton P&DC in Hamilton Township, NJ is now known asthe “ Better Than Ever Station”
on this cover which features the special (Sunday) March 13 dogan cancel, “Welcome Home Postal
Family/ Trenton P& DC/ Better Than Ever” and an American flag. It was then cancelled on March 14
with the red double ring Trenton handstamp. Finally, a Kilmer Facility machine cancel from March 14
shows the “ Greetings from Rodney and Fender” slogan cancel used to advertise the movie “ Robots.”

Photo by Gene Fricks
Fig. 2. Trenton P&DC, Hamilton Township , Mercer County on the day of its reopening, after an $80-
$100,000,000 remodeling and installation of sorting machinesintended to detect threats to the US mail.
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For those who do not recall, it was at this facility that letters containing anthrax were
mailed, shortly after the September 11 tragedy, on September 19 (to various media personnel)
and October 9, 2001 (to government officials in Washington). These |etters were responsible for
the deaths of 5 people, and the illness of 17 others; the case remains unsolved by the FBI and no
one has yet been brought to justice in this matter.

The best known of these letters originating in Trenton, NJ are shown below: they were to
the New York Post, Tom Brokaw at NBC, and Senators Daschle and Leahy. Another was
mailed to American Media in Boca Raton, Florida, and was responsible for a death there. It is
suspected that there were at least two 2 other letters, to ABC News and to Dan Rather at CBS.*

It is hypothesized that contamination of other postal facilities resulted from cross-contamination
from these original letters.
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Fig. 3: “Anthrax letters’ which were recovered, mailed from the Trenton P&DC. All were mailed in small stamped
envelopes as shown here. Those addressed to Senators had a return address;, however there is no “Greendale
School” and the zip code given is actually for Monmouth Junction, although Franklin Park [08823] is within 3
miles of that post office. Thereis a “Greenbrook Elementary School” in Kendall Park [08824], and it is perhaps
worth noting that the post office in Kendall Park is actually called the Franklin Park Post Office. This return
address was apparently an attempt to make the letters look less threatening on the outside.
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A number of postal facilities were contaminated, as was the Hart Senate Office Building.
They were the Washington, D.C. Brentwood facility, the Trenton P&DC facility in Hamilton
Township, the Morgan P&DC in New York City, and the “Stamp Cave,” home of the Stamp
Fulfillment Services Center in the Hunt-Midwest Subtropolis caves under Kansas City, MO.2 A
few gpores were also found later in the Wallingford, Connecticut P&DC - apparently a cross-
contamination from one of the Trenton letters.

Once the contamination was discovered, the facilities in D.C, Kansas City and New
Jersey were closed (the Trenton facility on October 18, 2001). Six people in New Jersey were
infected with anthrax, two with inhalational anthrax and four with cutaneous anthrax; luckily all
of them recovered. Two people in the Brentwood facility in D.C. died, as well as one person in
Florida, onein New Y ork, and another in Connecticut. In all, 22 people were infected, with five
deaths, all of which were caused by inhalational anthrax.

The Post Office immediately took steps to handle and sanitize the mail that remained in
the affected facilities. A process was chosen called “irradiation” which employed an electron
beam accelerator and was conducted at two facilities. Titan Scan Technologies in Lima, Ohio
and lon Beam Applications in Bridgeport, NJ [Gloucester County].®> This process deposits large
amounts of energy in the material being irradiated, intended to disrupt the DNA of anthrax
spores (or any other bio-threat), rendering it unable to reproduce and thus harmless. As the
treatment uses many times the lethal dose for humans, the process is completely automated.
Mail that wasin the Trenton P& DC was processed through the Bridgeport facility.

It was originally thought that the process would affect organic material only and inert
material would not be affected,” however this was soon discovered to be an oversimplification.
The large doses of energy produce heat, which engenders a chemical reaction in a number of
materials, including paper, plastic, glassines, etc. - any material based on cellulose. Paper
irradiated is often yellowed or darkened, and very brittle; plastic also darkens, and glassines and
windows on window envelopes appear to crinkle or contract and melt, causing it to adhere to the
contents. Gum on mint stamps enclosed may also turn brown. William Sandrik,> who collects
such material, reports there is a distinctive odor to irradiated material - so much so that material
still irradiated today is aired and treated to remove the odor, before returning it to the mail
facility.

Once the mail was decontaminated, it was then sent on to its recipients in late 2001 and
early 2002. Collectors of disinfected mail - a long popular philatelic sub-speciaty - were
disappointed to hear that such mail would not be specially marked; however in addition to the
obvious changes to the contents, mentioned above, some labels, meters, and handstamps were
used by some government agencies (largely passing through the Brentwood DC facility), and the
Bridgeport facility used “body bags’ or “ambulance bags’ - a clear plastic envelope - for treated
mail that was sent on from the Trenton P&DC. A letter from the Postal Service was printed on
the front of the clear plastic envelope, explaining that the mail was now safe. One such piece
was illustrated in Linn’sin April,° and another isillustrated below in Figures4 & 5. (The USPS
letter hereis dated November 2001, instead of December 2001 asin Linn's example.)
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99928942.
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Phileelphia, PA 1913} 0192 15200458

technicians provide sophisticated,
professional and highly technical
repair and maintenance services
using state-of-the-art equipment.

*AUTQ"*3-DIGIT 085 3DG
We'll treat your car right.
No matter what you drive,
we can service your vehicle.
We install, what we sell!
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Princeton Jct NJ 08550-1006
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Call to schedule an appointment,

as they are welcome,
but not necessary!

VISIT PEP BOYS OR CALL 1-800 PEP i

Fig. 4. A very brittle Pep Boys card addressed to Princeton Junction, NJ, which has been irradiated
at Bridgeport, NJ following the anthrax contamination at the Hamilton Township facility. It was
sent on to therecipient in a“body” or “ambulance” bag. Note the chipsand pieces.

The closing of the Trenton P& DC facility in New Jersey was a hardship for both the Post
Office and the postal workers. Postal employees were reassigned to other offices, in South
River, Monmouth, and the Kilmer Facility. The Stamp Fulfillment Center in Kansas City was
the first to reopen, as only a few spores were found there, and it was operating again on
November 14, 2001." There was some hope that the Trenton facility would be reopened in early
2002, but that soon proved to be unredlistic. 1t was decided that the Hart Senate Office Building
would be decontaminated first, and that lessons learned there would then be applied to both
Brentwood and the Hamilton Township facility in New Jersey. The Hart Senate Office Building
was reopened in mid-January, 200228 Several fumigations with chlorine-dioxide gas were
required, and both the Brentwood and Trenton facilities were remodeled after decontamination.
Decontamination of the Trenton facility did not begin until Brentwood was close to reopening in
December of 2003,° and was reported to be underway in Linn's in November of 2003.
Fumigation and remodeling of the New Jersey facility were completed at a cost between $80- to
$100 million, a new biodetection system was put in place, and al former employees were invited
to resume their positions. Most, but not all, were willing to return.

So we welcome back the Trenton P& DC, ™ and trust that it will indeed be “better than ever.”
Meanwhile as postal historians we note that it was a New Jersey postal facility that was the point of
origin for adeadly act of bioterrorism in the U.S. mailstream.
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November 2001
Dear Postal Customer:

The mail that is being delivered ir *is bag has heen irradiated at 2 facu\iity n
Bridgeport, New Jersey. The irradiation procass usad at the 2ridgepoi. faciitty
was tested and founa 10 be wiiective in destroying anthiax by an iiieragency
team of scientific experts that recommended release o this ;nail for delivary.
While the irradiation process is safe, it can affect some prod-.cis ‘hat might be
contained in this mail. The products on this list, if contained in a package or
envelope that has been irradiated, should not be used. You should discard them
and obtain replacements.

« Any biological sample, such as blood, fecal samples, etc., could be
rendered useless. y

« Diagnostic kits, such as those used to monitor blood sugar levels, could be
adversely affected.

« Photographic film will be fully exposed.

» Food will be adversely affected. ;

« Drugs and medicines may not be effective and their safety could be affected.

« Eyeglasses and contact lenses could be adversely affected.

« Electronic devices would likely be inoperable.

While the irradiation process successfully kills anthrax, if your mail contains any
suspicious substances we urge you to set it aside and contact local law
enforcement authorities. This can help in the investigation.

The group of experts that tested the irradiation process was organized by the White
House Office of Science and Technology Policy and included the Armed Forces
Radiobiology Research Institute, the Food and Drug Administration, the Department
of Agriculture and the National Institute of Standards and Technology.

We apologize for the delay in delivery of this mail and for any inconvenience that
may have resulted. Our primary interest is to assure that this mail is safe before
being delivered to you. More information is available at 1-800-ASK-USPS.

Thank you for your understanding.
Sincerely,

== @

Thomas G. Day
Vice President, Engineering

475 L'ENFANT PLAZA SW
WASHINGTON DC 20260

Fig. 5. Thebody bag which encloses the Pep Boys card, with its message explaining the delay in mail
and that it isnow safe. Thisisidentical to the one shown in Linn’s, with the exception of the November
instead of a December date.
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Fig. 6. A letter sent from Hightstown, NJ to DC. Note the yellowed paper. The rounded
corner at lower right is seen on irradiated mail to government offices, as a government
contactor dlits open the corner of mail, checking it for powders, reminiscent of disinfected
mail that was perforated or dlit for decontamination. Inbound mail to a number of
government offices is still irradiated today. Many postal facilities now have state-of-the art
detection devices.
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Nov. 25, 2002 [p.8], Dec. 30, 2002 [p. 8], Mar. , 2002 [p.10], Mar. 11, 2002 [p.10], Jun. 30, 2003 [p.26], Nov. 19,
2003 [p.39], Apr. 11, 2005 [p.6], and Apr. 25, 2005 [p.43]. Coin World aso carried an article on Jan. 28, 2002 by
Susan L. Maltby in her “Preserving Collectibles’ column.

3 USPS News: Press Release no. 01-093, Nov. 6, 2001: http://www.usps.com/news/2001/press/pr01 093.htm , Apr. 17,
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® William Sandrik of Ballston Philatelics [P.O. Box 3277, Arlington, VA 22203 [http://www.ballstonphilatelics.com/],

who collects disinfected mail, was kind enough to share his knowledge on this material, and reports that labels do exist

on some of the mail that passes through Washington, D.C. agencies, and which is till irradiated today.

Hotchner, John M. in “U.S. Notes’, Linn's, Apr. 11, 2005, p.6.

“Fulfillment center reopens’ Linn's, Dec. 3, 2001, p.1.

Linn's Stamp News March 4, 2002, p. 10.

Redding, Robert Jr., “Brentwood reopens after anthrax cases,” The Washington times, December 23, 2003

http://www.washti mes.com/metro/20031222-115722-9568r.htm , April 17, 2005.

19 inn'sindicated [Apr. 25, 2005, p.43] that this facility was given a new name - the John K. Rafferty P&DC - when it
reopened. Thisis incorrect. The building which houses the Trenton P& DC postal facility is known as the John K.
Rafferty Post Office Building [http://www.lIsdc.org/gpo/gpo000417.htm, Apr. 25, 2005], a name it acquired in 2000,
but the Postal Facility was not renamed. When the Brentwood facility in D.C. was reopened, it was renamed the
Curseen-Morris Mail Processing and Distribution Center, after Joseph Curseen Jr. and Thomas Morris Jr., the two
postal workers who died from inhalational anthrax there. [ See Redding, Robert, Jr. ob cit.]
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MEMBER NEWS

NOJEX, ANNUAL MEETING, AND OTHER MEMBER NEWS

NOJEX will be held Memorial Day Weekend, as usual, at the Meadowlands
Crowne-Plaza in Secaucus. This will be an excellent show, with more exhibits than usual,
and a good array of dealers. So why not come more than one day?

The annual meeting of the New Jersey Postal History Society will be held at noon
on Sunday, May 29, at the Meadowlands Crowne-Plaza in Secaucus. Just ask at the desk
for the meeting room. We will be delighted to see you. Our business meeting is short, and
will be followed by atalk by Len Peck, our Sussex County philatelic historian. We hope it
will be enjoyable for all.

Our next Ebay auction will be held when Arne Englund has enough fresh material in
hand and the time to scan it and get it up. Email reminders will be sent to members when it
is online. As our auctions are held online, this would seem to be an adequate way to
remind members who might be bidding. If you do not have a computer or email address,
but do have a friend who does, or some other way to access our online auctions, and would
like to be notified, please drop a note to your Secretary, Jean Walton, at 125 Turtleback
Rd., Califon, NJ 07830, and we will arrange for you to get a notification by mail. Material
with descriptions should be sent to Arne. It istoo much to expect any one member to have
either the breadth of knowledge necessary or the time to describe your lots; hence, lots
received without descriptions will be returned. Please also include minimum bids on the
lots you are listing. Lots that do not have a minimum stated will be listed at $9.95. Arne’s
address is: Arne Englund, PO Box 57, Port Murray, NJ 07865 or email him at
alenglund@aol .com.
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS!
R. Barry Feddema, 25 Georgia Dr., Wayne, NJ 07470 bfeddema@optonline.net collects
precancels & perfins
Paul T. Jackson, 10 Brentwood Rd., Raritan, NJ 08869
David Levine, 130 W. 86th St., Apt 5-B, New York, NY 10024-4850 collects slogan cancels
AND RETURNING MEMBER:
Maurice Cuocci, 1001 B Evesham Rd, Freehold, NJ 07728 |ou2cuo@hotmail.com collects
early NJ, DPOs, RPOs, NJ postcards, small towns,NJ RR stations, all NJ canals.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Jack Edge, 532 Broad St., Beverly, NJ 08010 a new email: JohnEdge@hotmail.com]
Ronald A. Margulis, 105 Holly St., Cranford, NJ 07016 ron@rampr.com
Sid Morginstin, PO Box 8101, Trenton, NJ 08650 |eadstamp@aol.com
Paul W. Schopp, P.O.Box 648, Palmyra, NJ 08065-0648 pwschopp@voicenet.com
Harry M. Segner,108 Colwick Rd, Cherry Hill, NJ, 08002,new email harrysegner3@comcast.net
Ed Siskin, Post Office Box 445, Voorhees, NJ 08043 jeananded@comcast.net
DECEASED
Walter Parshall, 103 Spruce Street, Bloomfield, NJ 07003-3514
George A. Schmitt, 19 McCullough Rd., Washington, NJ 07882-9308
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WORD PUZZLE

WORD SEARCH: CAMDEN COUNTY DPOs
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* Source: New Jersey DPOsby Brad Arch

Good Intent
Jackson
Kresson

Look for the following post offices:

Cramers Hill

Ancora

Oaklyn

Dahlialand

Delair

Ashland

Pensauken
Snowhill

Audubon
Bennett
Bethel

Laurel Springs
Lindenwold

Ellisburg

Elm

Spring Mills
Tansboro

Long A Coming

Lucaston

Erial

Blackwoodtown
Blue Anchor
Chesilhurst

Valley Club

Erlton

West Collingswood

Westmont

Marl City

Fish House
Glen Dale

Merchantville

Chews Landing
Collingswood

White Horse

North Cramers Hill

Gloucester Heights

Louden

Wilton
Woodlynne

Westmont Br
Woodlynne Br
Cherry Hill Br

West Collingswood Br
This puzzle is available online at our website http://www.njpostalhistory.org /camcopos.pdf, in pdf format, so

Chews
Erlton Br
you can print it out separately, if you wish. The solution is also available there.

Cherry Mall Br

Camden DPOs not in thispuzze:
Ancora Br
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MEMBER ADS

COLES UPDATE - TWO LEFT!

A companion volume to the original work. 28 pages of additions and new information, both postmarks
and new dates. To order this book, please complete the order form below, or download it from our website

at http://members.aol.com:/njpostal history/phsindex.htm, Prices are postage paid.

Please send me copies of print edition only @ $10.00 each $
Please send me copies print edition and CD @ combined price of $15.00 $
Checksin US funds only, payable to New Jersey Postal History Society TOTAL:$
Name:

Address

Phone Emalil

Send to Jean Walton, Secretary, 125 Turtleback Rd., Califon, NJ 0783, 908/832-9578.

CLASSIFIEDS

NEW MEMBER DESPERATELY
SEEKING ITEMS FROM LESLIE POST
OFFICE. Precancels, covers, info, anything.
Also looking for NJ precancel trading partner.
Contact R. Barry Feddema, 25 Georgia Dr.,
Wayne, NJ 07470 or email
bfeddema@optonline.net.

LOOKING FOR FISH HOUSE, NEW
JERSEY COVERS AND POST CARDS; aso
Camden County and Burlington County corner
cards, DPOs, and post cards. Contact Paul W.
Schopp, P.O. Box 648, Pamyra, NJ 08065-0648,
856/786-1499 or email pwschopp@voicenet.com .

WANTED: HUNTERDON COUNTY NJ,
BUCKS COUNTY PA postal history, covers,
postcards, pictures from all eras, Americana
ephemera, collateral paper items, photocopies
of rare or unusual items appreciated. Contact
Jm Walker, 121 Wertsville Road, Ringoes, NJ
08551-1108, 908/806-7883 or  email
jiwaker@earthlink.net.

WANTED: SOUTH JERSEY Q.S.L. CARDS,
foreign post cardsto South Jersey, Presbyterian
Church related covers and smal town
Presbyterian churches on post cards from
anywhere. Craig Mathewson, 114 Hayes Mill Rd,
Apt D-202, Atco, NJ 08004, phone: 856/809-7484.

WANTED: BOND or FORCE FAMILIES
or CENTERVILLE material. Bonds include
Charlotte, Isaac, Reilly, Abby and Adeia
Forces include Jonathan 11, Frank, and Anna
Contact Jack A. Gordon, the Bond Force
House, 88 Eagle Rock Ave., Roseland, NJ
07068 212/421-4300.

ALWAYS LOOKING FOR NAVAL COVERS
from the USS ALSTEDE AF48. In service from
1946 through 1969. | appreciate your efforts and
consideration. Contact Kurt Alstede, P.O. Box
278, Chester, NJ 07930, 908/879-7189, or email
Kurt@nac.net.

WANTED: MOUNTAIN LAKES, BOON-
TON, PARSIPPANY, WHIPPANY,
HANOVER postal history items. Describe or
send photocopies for my very generous offer.
APS (Life member), NJPHS member since
1980. Peter Lemmo, PO Box 557, Whippany
NJ 07981-0557.

WANTED: POSTAL HISTORY OF SUSSEX
COUNTY: DPO postmarks: Culvers, Cutoff,
Edison (pre 1910); stampless letters, OLD
DEEDS, documents, memorabilia of al kinds.
Contact Leonard R. Peck, 202 Stanhope Road,
Sparta, NJ 07871 973/729-7392.

NJPH
May 2005

110 Vol. 33/No. 2

Whole No. 158



mailto:Kurt@nac.net
mailto:jiwalker@earthlink.net
mailto:pwschopp@voicenet.com
mailto:bfeddema@optonline.net
http://www.njpostalhistory.org

MEMBER ADS

BURLINGTON COUNTY POSTAL
HISTORY WANTED, 1790s to 1930s,
manuscript stampless and small towns especialy
needed. APS Deader Member, items purchased for
my collection. Contact Phillip J. Marks, P.O. Box
451, Marlton, NJ 08053, 609/519-6660 or email
catsport@aol.com.

WANTED: Cano, Brotzmanville, Millbrook,
Pahaguarry,  Dunnfield, Delaware  Gap,
Flatbrookville, Walpack Center, Bevans,
Layton, Hainesville, Montague. Contact Arne
Englund, P.O. Box 57, Port Murray, NJ 07865-
3012 or adenglund@aol.com .

WANTED: POSTAL HISTORY OF ALWAYS LOOKING FOR OCEANPORT,
GLASSBORO OR GLASSBOROUGH. Send LONG BRANCH, & NEARBY PRE-WWI.
price and photocopy to Bill Whiteman, 402 Contact Stephen S. Washburne. P.O. Box 43146,
North Harvard Road, Glassboro, NJ 08028, Philadelphia, PA 19129-3146, 215/843-2106 or
856/881-8858 or email Bill WHit3@juno.com. email s.s.washburne@att.net.

OUT-OF-PRINT AND RARE NEW FOR EXHIBIT, NEED N.J. POSTMASTER
JERSEY BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD OR COUNTY POSTMARKS. Clear strikes
since 1972. 8000 items, 1690s to 1990s. Visit needed. Also Fancy Kicking Mule of Susanville,
our searchable website: www.felcone.com. CA, Skull & Bones, etc. Entwined US. Send
Joseph J. Felcone, PO Box 366, Princeton, NJ photos please. Elliott Idoff, 332 Bleecker St. #G-
08542 609/924-0539; fel cone@fel cone.com. 20, New York, NY 10014, 718/853-5226.

COLLECTOR SEEKING ALL N.J. WANTED: U.S. LARGE NUMERAL POST-
POSTMARKS. Prefer 1800 to 1910 only. Not AGE DUE STAMPS WITH UNUSUAL
looking for large common cities. Contact Fred CANCELS on or off cover. Contact Roger
Mancuso, 17 Theodore Ave., Maple Shade, NJ Curran, 20 University Ave., Lewisburg, PA 17837,
08052, or email Stampkingl@aol.com. 570/523-0783 or email rdcnrc@evenlink.com.

COLLECTOR SEEKING pre-1845 or post- WANTED: EXPRESS COMPANY POSTAL
1851 HABERSHAM CORRESPONDENCE HISTORY, Corner Cards, Labels, U.S. Locals,
Princeton to Savannah, and all unusual 1847 forgeries.  Will buy or trade Business School
covers. Will trade or buy. Contact Harvey Training Covers, checks & stamps. Contact:
Mirsky, P.O. Box 358, New Hope, PA 18938, William W. Sammis, 436 Thomas Road, Ithaca,

212/662-8146 or email CarolB212@aol.com. NY 14850-9653 or email cdsl3@cornell.edu.
WANTED: SHIP CANCELS FROM WWII, WANTED: Clear handstamps on New Jersey
Morris, Sussex County covers, Patriotic covers, stampless covers for exhibition collection. Send
and postal cards. Clean clear strikes preferred. copies and prices to Robert G. Rose, P.O. Box
Willard Johnson, 20142 Qual Run Dr., 1945, Morristown, NJ 07962 or email
Dunnellon, FL 34432. rrose@pitneyhardin.com.

ANY SOUTHARD CORRESPONDENCE for
sae? Always interested. Please contact Jean
Walton, 125 Turtleback Road, Califon, NJ
07830; 908/832-9578 or e-mail
jwalton971@aol.com.

WANTED: BERGEN COUNTY Stampless
through bank notes. Strong strikes. Clean covers.
Send copies with prices. J. Haynes, Box 358,
Allendale, NJ 07401.

Vol. 33/No. 2 111 NJPH
Whole No. 158 May 2005


mailto:jwalton971@aol.com
mailto:rrose@pitneyhardin.com
mailto:CarolB212@aol.com
mailto:cds13@cornell.edu
mailto:rdcnrc@evenlink.com
mailto:Stampking1@aol.com
http://www.felcone.com
mailto:felcone@felcone.com
mailto:s.s.washburne@att.net
mailto:BillWHit3@juno.com
mailto:catsport@aol.com
mailto:alenglund@aol.com

NJPHSLITERATURE AVAILABLE NOW

NEW JERSEY'S
FOREIGN MAIL

Gerard J. Neufeld
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THE POSTAL MARKINGS

NEW JERSEY STAMPLESS COVERS:
AN UFDATE
by
Danald A, Chafets

Bassesd an the ariginal wark by
William C. Coles, Jr

Frublistesd by
T Coolbernors Chuls of Chicagor
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1972
L HisTory sO°

PUBLISHED BY
THE NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY
2004

I
' CATALOG
of

NEW JERSEY

[RAILWAY POSTAL MARKINGS
by FREDERICK D. MAC DONALD

with route records
by John L. Kay

Illustrated Dirocctory

NEW JERSEY
1847 ISSUE COVERS

Brad Arch:Editor

Dol &, Chvts
THE POSTAL MARKINGS

NEW [ERSEY STAMPLESS COVERS:
AN UPDATE

PUBLISHED BY

NEW JERSEY POSTAL MISTORY SOCIETY
e

PHILATELIC LITERATURE AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY, Post Paid, from:Robert G. Rosg,
New Jersey Postal History Society, P.O. Box 1945, Morristown, NJ 07962. RRose@pitneyhar din.com

The Postal Markings Of New Jersey Stampless Covers: An Update by Donald A. Chafetz hardcopy, 28pp
Same plus CD in Acrobat Reader [.PDF] format
Washington Organ Manufacturers on CD, by Len Frank -3 articles + many many illustration not in NJPH, in
[member price $12.95]
Catalog of New Jersey Railway Postal Markings, 1984, Frederick D. MacDonald, 136pp. .....cccoveveereereereenennns
Illustrated Directory of New Jersey 1847 Issue Covers, Brad Arch, ed., 1987, 44pp & Supplements ............
New Jersey DPO's, Brad Arch, ed., 1981, 22pp, pocket sized Checklist of Discontinued Post Offices...........
New Jersey's Foreign Mail, 1997, Gerard J. NeUfeld, 76PP. . .ccovereerererieresieseeeeeeseesiesee e se e sseeseseeseeseesne s
New Jersey Civil War Patriotic Covers, 1993 [NJPH Whole No. 100] 100pp, an illustrated study .................
Robert G. Kaufmann Auction Cat. of the Wm C. Coles, Jr. Collection of NJ Postal History, w/ prices realized
2003 NJPH Issueson CD in Acrobat reader [.PDF] format, with many color illustrations....
2004 NJPH Issues on CD in Acrobat reader [.PDF] format, with many color illustrations [member price $5.00]

Acrobat Reader [.PDF] format

$10.00
$15.00

$20.00

$10.00
$4.00
$3.00
$8.00
$10.00
$5.00
$5.00
$12.00

[reduced price!]
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